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Former superintendent
Quent Baria transitions
smoothly into the supply
side of the business
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COURSE COMSTRUCTION

The Macdy Foundation provided funding
for the 3450-million Moody Gardens com-
plex, which consists of an indoor aquarium,
rain forest, space museum, white-sard beach,
and a 425-room hatel and convention cenber
that seats as many as §,000 people within the
65,000 -square-foot show center. Moody Gar
dens manages those facilities bor the city without
compensation and underwrites any deficizs

The frundation, the city of Galveston and
[acabsen Hardy Goll Course Diesign worked
tagrther to radse the polf course from the sea
faar, literally. Galeston Muandelpal Golf Course
= wehilch has bevn renamed Meody Gardens Gaolf
Comrse in recognition of the Moady Founda-
ton's rlll'r:"ll[_" of the $15. 5-millisa renavatban
praject — s schiedialed 1o renpen in Jane,

lacobse Hilﬂ:.' was e | I.!.'if\.dl chaice 10
(RN L IIII'-l_':il-\[iIIH‘ Alk-pean <l & Iill'\-\.l'si'h-l_'l'l
I|||_' H||l|:-|_|:-||-.||,1:¢|;|,| -:||_'-;.i_5|' Firen's |'I:En_'|i|'|||_ e al
narby Gabveaton Country Cluls, of which Herz
is & member, wheee it usderook a senavition
several years ago

“The ficen iz familiar with the challenges
of bailding on Galveston lsland, particalarly
involving the uses of effluent water, complying
with the requirements of the Aoy Corps of
Engineers and woetlands issues,” Here savs.

RESHAFPING THE TERRAIMN

What made the gotf course patentially dramatic
also is what made it difficult to rebaikl. Located
adjacent o the Gulf af Mexico and bisected
by Sydner Bayouw, major tidal events would
suhmerge portions of the course oocasionalky.
Bermudagrass and saltwater were a poor mix.
Turlprass was slow ta recover following coastal
Bacding, and the baild-up of salts in the sail
prohble made it difficult to maintain 2 qualicy
playing surface.

The Mo 1 challenpe, therefore, was rr'sh.'up
I the serrain and hl'.llrllhg the [_l;mund |||un|'|
aint of tidal areas where seawarer accasionally
Inundated the lard. Jacobsen Hardy's grading
and shaping plans concentrated on elevating
thise areas,

Wi -c||"r|'||||||'|| a balanced cuar-and-Rll E'II.'II'I
theat invelved 175,084 cubic wa rla of diri,”
Says Herx YanHoose, semicg W amd r||.'|||_-\¥i||5
archivec al Jaochsen Hardy, “There was a toe-
|r||_'|'.:|w_|5. amcaunt al ey ,1|r|_.||_§}' O I:hl_' sl
Thean preserted a host of playalslitg isues,

e foand an adjscent ares and proposed

il APEL fO08 wrmrw, ol Feours s redus e

digging 2 new lake, providing us with signifi-
cant amounts of Bl he adds. “The landscaps
oontractor woawhl then dig deeper into a couple
at existing lakes ta acquire more dirt.”

Sensar project execative Bob Walcatt estimat-
e his constrasction hrm, Gilhane Railding Co.,
umearthed 200,00 to 250000 yards of dirt.

Whils acknowledzing the ingenious nature
at the lake excavations, fim Hardy, principal of
[acohsen Hardy, baund the humar in it

“Otsite dirt sells for §14 a cabic yard,” be
e, “That wanld haee added a major cost tathe
project. Sowe had to find a dirt falry on slee.”

Thie propascd finlshed product would be an
aptbcal Masion of sarts, Heez says, The greens
wersalid Appear 1o b kvwered, bt kn r-m'llr!.-. th
|ﬂ.‘| Wi 10 ralse the entite Conirse am additianal

e 1o five Feet above
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was a decent one, although it lacked an adeguate
practice facility, Hardy says. The only place to
practios was a small, narrow parcel where play-
erswere restricted tousing irons. The archibects
rerpubed many holes, allewing the facility o
accommodats a full-size driving ranpe.

“Having a range is very important, particu
Larly im a resont locatbon,” Hardy says. “Many
resarn Eaests love to just come hit balls for a
fow haurs.”

Firding enruph additional cowrse widih and
'.:~||[_l;|:h, while squeezing in a full-sized practice
Eacility, required S0 ar meare proposed routing
plars, Hardy says, Developing a conceps that
yhelded better golf i terms of lengih, widih
ard ""I'"“l-'.."'\- l.lr|'|i||.'.-l.|.||||’c'-.¢||||__l. thie Areny |:‘I.-:'|'I'\-
of I'.llgil'll’"l’"l:«.' enviranmental conoerms, were
alza difficuln tasks.

T h|_' |:|-|_'l.'|_'|||||||.-|;|.l L&A was |—|:-|'I||||.|I:|' 1hi

Areny Corps al Er PARED Il_'Hi-lln.JI office i lo-

cabed in Galveston, The veam checked each new
el of proposed plas with the rearly govern-
et offce, Wl the team subunitted a farmal
progusal wing the regulators’ feedback, tey
were fairly certain it would be approsed,

Thee sandy seasice hcation coupled with an
ever-present wind, which generally blowes from
L0 o 20 miles per bBouar, made the site ideal for
a links-style layout with joagged-sdge bunker-
ing surmoumled by native grasses, reeds amd
fescues, These characteristics, coupled with the
high dupes Jacohsen Hardy designed into the
Lyyout, are reminiscent of windsweps Scoatish
amd Irish links.

Thee preens are a bit mone bald than the usaal
Jacabsen Hardy style bat still are characterized
as a links style

“Thew're more undulating and have more
contaur than we usually put in, hut they're
still wery playahle,” VanHaose savs. “As har
approach shots, we lelt an apen entrpway inte
cwery green to encourage bump-and-nan play.
And there's wsnally a ball-out area to help the
higher handicapper.”

Thee: design team did a Fanbastic joh, especially
withim 1'I:l\.i|||||||I|.'||t.'|":.' sefiEktive arcas, Hers
saya, The team resersed the fivst Fuve hioles and
||"|;i||g|1_1 I]ll_' Firen sk |.||||'H.i|,||.'|'4:"||'|-. It |“.'I_'J.Ll_'€|

i‘ll}ln.'\-'\-\.l'h-l_'rlr_hIIHIEI:I ||_',ﬂ-i_u ri:_.u |.:=.'|u.'l_'|-||n.l_'\cl
kb 10 th |'-|||g'|| 16, and '~\.|||_|1I4||[i.._|'|:.' -q_'||.|r|!_l|,'\q_|
Fvodess 17 and 18

"W could nal have been happier with the

fimal layour,” Here says

THE CHIOICE OF PASPALLM

The development team started deslgning the
course in Augast 2006, Constrnection hegan
kn March 2007 and was completed (n October
HWF, The facilicy has been growing in through
the Fall, winter and spring months and & on
schiedule Iis Cipt im Jumne,

Wirh the cosstant tlanear of higri -.||||'|'\.-\.||i'|-i||H.
sEawater ania the f.]iru-e.ln-a and ¢ iy reguine-
menl o |||i5.\,|‘.|_' I|||_'|_|,:1,.||-|; wi|:-u,-fr'||,n,-u: waler,
thse prohilerns involviog alt build-upwithin the

soll pn'\-lilr weren't abont to vanksh, Jaoohsen

Hardy opted to replace the cxisting Tifdward
419 ared comman Bermisdagrass mix with sah
toderant paspalum, with Sea [sle Supreme on
thee |:-I|IIir'|g smirfaces, Flans were o a|'||’|:;| the
grasa and sod 20 acres of shaped areas during
e siaimiEe . hiist Al |:-:'||E'||i|. aliom groes wileen the
wrdl Earivwed ||'|_u||l_|_'|| the LIED iE_I-\. and sod sseren’t
|__"_I|il 20 In: ||,'.||,|'!- wntil ',:i|,'|,:l,|,'|r||:n|:r

W needed tosLar grassing in June and July,
s regrropexd ard Wit upon o seeded variety of
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COURSE CONSTRUCTION

paspalum called Sea Spray produced by Scotts,”
VanHoose savs. “We ussd a hydroseeder and
sprayed the entine course except the greens.
[t worked wonderfully, leaving a seamless
transition between tairways and roughs. We
double spripped the putting surtaces with Sea
[sle Supreme.”

Develapers believe this is the first polf course
n thie cantinental United States that, other
than the greens, has boen seeded completely
with paspalum,

Cine: af the angolng makntenance lssaes galf

With B congiant thraat of hurmcanes dnving
saawaler oria the fairsays ana a city
resguarament Lo irigale !ie Goursa with allluent
wanar, profiams irvoiving salt buid-up within
The ol prodile aent gaing @ vanish,

cuarss superintendent Steve Yarotsky will face
s weed] contral. Being situated in an environ-
mentally sensitive area, bew prodects ane avil-
able to control weeds, particularly the original
commuon and coastal Bermudagrass that will
inewitahly try to reestablish irselt.

“Sbeve is considering using just straight salt
water to control weeds,” VanHoose says.

Belated to killing weeds, killing the common
and coastal RBermudagrass for the paspaluns e
thrive ks difficult.

“We'll I'ig.ln:* thar mat as we gnf VanHonse
says. “Lising zalt might he the best solutian, Tt
rnighs kenesck hack the: paspatum samesdhat bt
mit kil de, Tt w1l kil the Bermisdagrass. Steve
can spray a high-aalt solwtson or actually par salt
g.".'l niales om the mird,”

Seashore |'|.;|:-.|:-\.=||||r'|| Ry Haimiie LRaissan
i “-IIILiIIH‘III: A pragram thuat will |H_'||I-:_III|II'-'I|
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ing surfaces,

“There's definibely a learning curve involbed
with paspalum,”™ Yarotsky saps.

Upexpectedly heavy rains caused by a brush
with a major hurricane that dropped =ight
inches ot precipitation in a single day, plus a wet-
ter-than-normal vear overall, resulted ina toeal
precipitation that was 15 inches above average
in 2007, Yarssky says. The construction team
used matting in the hunkers and other areas o
prevent sand and seed from washing away.

Because the existing site was Hat, oot-and
fills, new lakes and II:|'||‘|.'.I||1r|I"|_!: ETETIs WeTe Faalls
tix glve the: course more character, To complete
the Faoelif, landscapers moved 400 exlsting
palim trees throwghout the coarse and added
arsathier 20 queen palins, Moody Gardens speng
a tatal of SS00U000 an I.:u:;ltr.'||:-u'.g.

A COMMUNITY AS5ET
The 515, 5-million |,,|||r||:-.|-|_': baeaks dawn like
thiigs $10 millicn far the goll coursae, $2 millicn

for renovating the clubhouse, $1.5 million for
a stee]l maintenance building om an elevated
locatian that will withstand winds of 140 miles
per haner, and 52 million to expand an existing
desalination plant that cheanses the city-gener-
abed eftfuent water piped rom two miles away
bor use at Moody Gardens and the polt course
even miore. During the summer, the course will
use a5 much as one millian gallons of irripgation
wearer daily.

The: Moody Faundation's willingness to pro
vide an enhanced community asset and ahsorh
ariy pretential losses means Galveston residents
will cosmtlmise 5o pay grevn fecs af 25 w0 510
whibe visitors will be charged $50010 375,

Anid, [usr as inpeartant, the narral eaviran-
mnent will contirme go thrive

“The entive cairse, bail [t T ||.'|r"|:.' the back
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