DURING OCTOBER'S WILDFIRES, BOBCATS,
mountain lions, deer and coyotes fled the hills to
race across the fairways of MOORPARK COUNTRY
CLUB. Hundreds of thousands of neighboring
acres were destroyed, but Moorpark was spared.

The course was designed by Peter Jacobsen
and Jim Hardy; a third nine-hole loop will open
this summer. Only two of the 27 holes are built
at natural grade. There is “a mix of offensive and
defensive holes,” Hardy says. At 676 yards, the Sth
seems almost as long as the San Andreas Fault.
The yardage is deceptive, though: Play down the
left side and your second shot will roll forever,
leaving only a short iron to the green.

The back nine offers a memorable roller-coaster
stretch. The 314-yard 14th is driveable and has
already surrendered half a dozen holes-in-one
Playing uphill with two forced carries, the 423-
yard 13th is called “La Bruja Verde,” which
means “The Green Witch” (frustrated golfers
have slightly modified the moniker). The 16th
and 17ch are rugged par 4s of 470 and 466
yards, respectively.

par 72 ® Greens fees $75-8
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