AN ATYPICAL TRACK

COMMUNITY RELATIONS, ROUTING AND SOIL SET A WASHINGTON COURSE APART

by HAL PHILLIPS
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onventional wisdom holds that innovation is often driven by mar-

ket pressures. Consider a golf example: Everyone wants to build

new courses in a populous region where golfers are underserved.
If a developer doesn’t get there first, competitive factors oblige him to in-
novate and come up with something new to set his project apart from a
crowded markerplace.

How, then, does one account for Illahee, a project taking shape in the
not-so-noted golfing horbed of Walla Walla, Wash.? Illahee’s routing
— conceived by Jacobsen Hardy Golf Course Design to allow rounds in
three-hole increments — is just the sort of alternative scheme nontradition-
alists and golf fururists have been calling for. Its maintenance program —a
from-conception collaboration between developer Pennbrook Homes and
the turf management faculty ar Walla Walla Community College — will
attempt to set a new standard for public/private parmerships. Whar's more,
Hlahee will be a different resort development, featuring just nine holes, no
clubhouse and its own 30-acre vineyard.

All this in an isolated, southeast Washington community of 30,000
people (ina councy of 55,000), dominated by thousands of acres of wheat
production and home to just two existing courses (one muni, one privare).
In other words, it’s not exactly a hotbed of market pressure.

“It’s a pretty cool project, that’s for sure,” says Rex VanHoose, senior vice
president and managing architect for Houston-based Jacobsen Hardy. “You
hear about 12-hole golf courses, but you rarely sec them developed. Here's
a project where the developer wanted nine and leaned on us to come up
with something flexble and nontraditional.”

The Illahee project, where construction is scheduled to begin this fall
and the grand opening is set for late 2007, has a footprint of 356 acres,
90 of which have been set aside for golf. The design calls for three three-
hole “pods,” each of which dircles back to a central starting point. It's
not a clubhouse but merely a starter’s facility on the first floor of Illahec’s
boutique, luxury hotel, which will be operated by a third-parry manager.
VanHoose calls the facility the resort core. Its proximity to all three loops
will allow guests and daily-fee patrons the opportunity to play rounds in
three-hole increments.
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Web site: TBD )

Location: Walla Walla, Wash.

Course type: Resort

Cost: $3.2 million :

Construction fo begin: August 2006 5
Course completion: Scheduled for September 2007 ;
Yardage: 3,441 Z

Par: 36 -

Number of bunkers: 2 waste bunkers and 37 formal 1
bunkers .1

Average green size:
Greens:

Tees:

Fairways:
Accent:

Slopes:

Ratings:
Professional:
Director of golf:
Superintendent:
Architects:

Design Firm:

Builder:

6,200 square feet

T-1 bentgrass

Perennial ryegrass
Perennial ryegrass

Native grasses and vineyard
NA

NA
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design case study

The design of llahee calls for
three three-hole “pods.” each
of which circles back to a
central starting point
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Also accessible from the resort core is a
huge, double-ended driving range, around
which holes one, two and three are routed.
The target greens in this range area, along
with strategically placed tee boxes, form
their own nine-hole minirouting. When
the range is shut down, kids and novices
can play the short course withour clogging
up [llahee’s full-length nine.

“We did a similar thing at The Rope
Rider, an 18-hole project under construc-
tion art the Suncadia Resort near Seartle,”
VanHoose says. “Our client there chal-
lenged us with designing a family resort
course, and this junior routing within the
range was a perfect fit. As for the full-length
resort layourt at Rope Rider, there’s a tradi-

HARBERT ROAD

tional nine-hole loop, but we routed the
other nine to include a six-hole loop and a
three-hole loop. This will allow folks to play
18 holes or nine or six or just three.

“Of course, the operational aspects of the
Illahee routing are even more flexible, and
it’s only nine holes total.”
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lllahee’s routing and resort core approaches
are innovative, but when all is said and done,
they might well pale in comparison to the
unique relationship Pennbrook has forged
with neighboring Walla Walla Community
College. Several universities have school-
owned golf courses where turf students can
learn their trade. Bur Illahee, a privartely

owned project, is breaking new ground with
its level of academic collaboration.

“Pennbrook and Jacobsen Hardy have
been great in terms of including us from
the earliest stages of the project,” says Bill
Griffith, an instructor and program coordi-
nator for turf management at Walla Walla
Community College. “In terms of our
students maintaining the site, it's not 100
percent clear how that will be strucrured.
What I expect is that a superintendent will
be hired, and he will also do some teaching
here. Qur students will certainly work on
the crews. Our first-year students each do
asix-month internship, and I can see them
spending that time at Illahee.”

Plans include a classroom in the main-
tenance facility itself, so WWCC faculry
can lead training and lab work on site.
Griffith says the college also has a rechni-
cian training program, and those students
will assist in maintaining Illahee’s fleer of
machinery.

The collaborative relationship is enabled
in large part by Griffith himself, a third-
generation golf course superintendent who
serves on the boards of the Northwest Turf-
grass Association and the Inland Empire
Golf Course Superintendents Association.
(He's a past president of both.) Griffith was
head superintendent at Veterans Memorial
Golf Course in Walla Walla before joining
WWCC full-time in 1996, so it made sense
to solicit his input on Illahee’s grassing
plan, which is perennial ryes on fairways,
roughs and tees, with the possibility of
some Kentucky bluegrass blended into
the green surrounds. Griffith also handled
Illahee’s irrigation design.

“We just have so many incredible possi-
bilities that are beneficial for both parties,”
he says. “From a teaching standpoint, the
college already has a three-acre ourdoor
turf plot, but imagine what we can do
with 90 acres as a working lab. With all
the normal play, you can’t get more real
life than that.”

Despite all of Griffith’s experience, he
has never been involved in the develop-
ment process before, and he’s finding it
enjoyable.

“I've been impressed with Rex and the
process Jacobsen Hardy has led here,” he
says. “1 love their use of the native grasses
around the edges and in the transition
zones. They've created nice buffer strips.
And I was struck by their atcention to derail
on the edges of the lake areas. There’s lots
of water involved [in the rourting], and it’s
all tied together and circulared.”

VanHoose wants the playing surfaces to
be lean and mean.




“We want it to be alive and healthy, bur
we want it to be conducive to the ground
g.”“(' bL'CJUSC \\‘L"\(: drsig[wd a il)l Or-\ .1[1C[}'
into this golf course, and firm conditions
will maximize that variety,” he says.

Aside from its one-of-a-kind name, Walla
Walla is known for wheat and wine produc-
tion, thanks in part to superbly draining
topsoil that extends down abour 25 feer.
VanHoose says the original plans for the
third “pod” (holes seven, eight and nine)
included two man-made streams that were
ultimately scrapped.

“First of all, there are no native streams
in this area, so we didn’t feel theyd fit with
the natural I'.UldSLdPL',“ he says. “But m.;inl_\'.
the cost would have been prohibitive. The
soil here drains so well, we'd have had to
line those streams.”

Veterans Memorial is the same way, ac-
cording to Griffith.

“We drilled down once, and went 27 feet
before we hita rock,” he says. “I can tell you
there’s not a rock on the Illahee site.”

Thar
harvest comes off the property in August,
about 4.5 million cubic yards of dirt will be

good, because when the last wheat

moved. Each golfing “pod” will be excavated
to a depth of 20 to 25 feet, creating three

separate golfing amphitheaters and yielding
enough soil for 365 residential units, all the
course features, E.md\'c.iping and a 20-foor
berm encircling the entire development.

Griffith says he likes the way the whole
dC\Ciﬂmen[ 15 [L‘l’r&t(‘d dl’l\\‘n o [h‘.‘ “:’!Uif
course, making it a focal point and provid-
ing the maximum amount of green space
for all the homeowners. What he likes even
more are the direct comparisons Illahee will
dfﬂ\V bL'r\\ cen [hl‘ Cﬂ\'ﬂ'ﬂ“l'ﬂ(‘n[ﬂl inlp.l([ (')f.
wheat production and golf.

“I hope this will provide some opportu-
nities for us, as locals, to show the positive
aspects of golf development,” Griffith
says. “The reduction in pesticide use,
for example, will be dramatic. As a golf
course, we'll have 300 acres of cultivated
land where 98 percent of the pesticide use
is confined to one acre — the greens only.
And with some of the new ways to apply
fertilizers, we'll reduce usage even further
than that. No leaching of nitrates. This
property will be infinitely better than it
was, environmentally.

“We're going to take an agricultural area
Eh.'l[ was at th{' b()tt()l]'l n[- lhf Spectrum
revenuewise and produce more crop rev-
enue,” he adds. “The revenue-producing
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quality of this particular piece of land wasn’
good. The 30 acres of vineyards alone will
produce more.”

It’s hard to imagine a project like Illahee
taking shape in a larger, less isolated com-
munity. When designing the irrigation sys-
wem, (Ur L'Xl!.”.iplc\ Grifﬁl}\ p!'.ms o |1ir)ncr:r
the MP Rotator, a match-precipitation head
manufactured by Nelson Irrigation, a Walla
Walla-based ag company, for golf use.

“In heavily sloped areas, we're finding this
.\I*rinkli.'r puh [!IL' water on very \{(“-VI‘\' ‘ind
precisely with great uniformity,” he says.

Pennbrook and Jacobsen Hardy were
determined to build a walking course at
Illahee, and the routing delivers exactly
that. But the design team has done one
better by integrating 10 miles of walking
trails that circle through the development
and golf course before connecting to the
Walla Walla’s own trail system.

"\W{"rc ‘!I\\'Q—]_\'S l)PCn to new iLiC.lS bc(;luﬁc
you can get to a point in this industry where
the temptation is to do things automati-

cally,” VanHoose says. “By taking the time

to explore the possibilities, we've come up

with something unique.” ¢
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